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Theories of Copyright
● Economic Theory

○ “Prevailing” theory
○ Solves market failures in public goods

● Moral Theories
○ Actual dominant theory
○ Authors have a moral right to own & control the works they create



Copyright Metaphors
● “Good”

○ Property
○ Cultivation
○ Fruits

● “Bad”
○ Thieves
○ Stealing
○ Piracy
○ Counterfeiting



Literary Landlords
● The best metaphor for a copyright owner is a landlord

○ Copyright owners collect rents on capital goods
○ Purpose of the law is to encourage investment in capital goods
○ Authors “build,” copyright owners “rent,” can be the same person

● Everybody loves landlords?





Small Property Owners Association (SPOA)
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