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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO

EASTERN DIVISION
St. Ignatius High School of Cleveland )
1191 West 30th St. ) CASE NO.
Cleveland, OH 44113, )
) JUDGE
Plaintiff, )
)
V. )
)
Alexy Metals, Ltd. )
c/o Grayson Alexy, as statutory agent )
7315 Industrial Park Blvd. )
Mentor, OH 44060, )
) COMPLAINT
Defendant. ) (Jury Trial Demanded)

For its Complaint against Defendant Alexy Metals, Ltd. (“Alexy Metals™), St. Ignatius High

School of Cleveland (“St. Ignatius™) alleges as follows:
COUNTI

1. St. Ignatius is an educational institution located in Cleveland, Ohio. St. Ignatius was
founded in 1886, and currently offers a college preparatory curriculum to high school aged
individuals.

2. In 2012, St. Ignatius engaged TWIST Creative, Inc. (“TWIST”), a brand and
advertising agency, to do a brand refresh, including creating new imagery and visual works. One

such visual work was the following:

also known as the AMDG SAINT IGNATIUS EST 1886 work (the “Work™).
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3. TWIST’s creation of the Work involved a multi-step process that included a discovery
phase. During the discovery phase, TWIST met with several different St. Ignatius groups including
the school’s religious leadership, teaching staff, alumni, parents, administration, and students to
understand the unique historical values of St. Ignatius to incorporate into the Work. TWIST also
considered potential messages and images that would attract individuals in St. Ignatius’ target
demographic and incorporated them into the Work.

4. Based on this foundational information, TWIST began to develop the Work by
sketching different designs that included multiple shapes and various Ignatian elements. Before
arriving at the final version of the Work, TWIST experimented with dozens of iterations in a variety
of different shapes that included an assortment of images arranged in different ways.

5. At the time it was creating the Work, TWIST was aware that other Jesuit institutions
around the country utilize various Ignatian elements in the marks that they utilize to identify
themselves. TWIST sought to create a unique compilation of those elements — a compilation that
would be unlike that used by any other Jesuit institution. To do so, while also trying to create a work
that was attractive and memorable required a creative and iterative process. Twist, in fact, used a
creative and iterative process to design the Work.

6. TWIST did not use clip-art to create the Work. Instead, Twist created original works
of art that were hand drawn and then entered into a computer via vector art to create print-ready
digital artwork.

7. In sketching and creating the Work, TWIST considered and incorporated principles
into the Work such as the balance of the elements, its symmetry, its ability to be reduced and

enlarged in size, and reproducibility. TWIST also considered and incorporated alternative shapes,
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line art, common Ignatian elements, and considered the positioning of these elements within the
Work in unique ways. TWIST repeatedly refined the Work to develop the final version.

8. The Work is an original work of visual art. The Work is also a work for hire pursuant
to TWIST’s contract with St. Ignatius. St. Ignatius is the owner of the copyright in the Work.

9. Effective April 29, 2025, St. Ignatius registered the Work with the United States
Copyright Office, Registration Number VA 2-479-195.

10.  Alexy Metals is a precious metal and brazing alloy refinery and manufacturer located
in Mentor, Ohio.

11. In 2019, Alexy Metals decided to rebrand. Grayson Alexy, Alexy Metals’ owner,
instructed Jacob Denner, an Alexy Metals employee, to develop a new trademark for the company.
Mr. Denner showed Mr. Alexy a copy of the Work on a hockey puck and suggested that he develop a
similar mark. Mr. Alexy agreed. Mr. Denner then used the Work to create the new logo for Alexy

Metals. That new logo appeared as follows:

12. Although Alexy Metals continued to use this logo at least until August 2025, in
approximately 2021, Alexy Metals made some “minor changes” to the Alexy Metals logo. These

“minor changes” resulted in the current Alexy Metals logo, which Alexy Metals continues to use:
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Est. 2005 /

14.  Alexy Metals’ adoption and use of its shield logo infringes St. Ignatius’ copyright in
the Work.

15.  Alexy Metals uses the logo on its website: alexymetals.com. Alexy Metals also uses
the logo on various promotional items, including, but not limited to, shirts, hats, and golf balls.

16. St. Ignatius has requested that Alexy Metals cease use of the substantially similar
logo, but Alexy Metals has refused.

17. Alexy Metals is aware that St. Ignatius has registered the copyright in the Work, but
nevertheless continues to use its infringing logo. Alexy Metals’ infringement of St. Ignatius

copyright is willful.
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18. St. Ignatius is being irreparably harmed as a result of Alexy Metals’ infringement of
the Work.

19.  St. Ignatius is entitled to recover Alexy Metals’ profits attributable to the
infringement. Alternatively, St. Ignatius is entitled to statutory damages as a result of Alexy Metals’
willful infringement of the Work.

WHEREFORE, St. Ignatius prays for relief as follows:

A. A preliminary and permanent injunction to prevent Alexy Metals from using any
logo, mark or design that is substantially similar to the Work;

B. Judgment in favor of St. Ignatius and against Alexy Metals in an amount to be shown
at trial representing St. Ignatius’ actual damages, plus Alexy Metals’ profits attributable to the
infringement to the extent they exceed St. Ignatius actual damages;

C. Alternatively, Judgment in favor of St. Ignatius and against Alexy Metals for statutory
damages in an amount determined by the Court to be just;

D. Judgment in favor of St. Ignatius and against Alexy Metals in an amount sufficient to
compensate St. Ignatius for the legal fees incurred in pursuing this action; and

E. For such other and further relief as this Court deems just.

/s/ James B. Niehaus

James B. Niehaus (0020128)
jniehaus@frantzward.com
Patrick A. Walsh (0101589)
pwalsh@frantzward.com
FRANTZ WARD LLP

200 Public Square, Suite 3000
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
Phone: (216) 515-1660; Fax: (216) 515-1650

Attorneys for Plaintiff
St. Ignatius High School
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Jury Demand

Plaintift St. Ignatius High School of Cleveland demands a trial by jury for all issues so triable.

/s/ James B. Niehaus

James B. Niehaus (0020128)

One of the attorneys for Plaintiff

St. Ignatius High School of Cleveland
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
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1. |V General Civil
2. Administrative Review/Social Security
3. Habeas Corpus Death Penalty

*If under Title 28, §2255, name the SENTENCING JUDGE:

CASE NUMBER:

RELATED OR REFILED CASES See LR 3.1 which provides in pertinent part: "If an action is filed or removed to this Court

and assigned to a District Judge after which it is discontinued, dismissed or remanded to a State court, and
subsequently refiled, it shall be assigned to the same Judge who received the initial case assignment without regardfor
the place of holding court in which the case was refiled. Counsel or a party without counsel shall be responsible for
bringing such cases to the attention of the Court by responding to the questions included on the Civil Cover Sheet.”

This action: is RELATED to another PENDING civil case Dis a REFILED case was PREVIOUSLY REMANDED

If applicable, please indicate on page 1 in section VIili, the name of the Judge and case number.

In accordance with Local Civil Rule 3.8, actions involving counties in the Eastern Division shall be filed at any of the
divisional offices therein. Actions involving counties in the Western Division shall be filed at the Toledo office. For the
purpose of determining the proper division, and for statistical reasons, the following information is requested.

ANSWER ONE PARAGRAPH ONLY. ANSWER PARAGRAPHS 1 THRU 3 IN ORDER. UPON FINDING WHICH
PARAGRAPH APPLIES TO YOUR CASE, ANSWER IT AND STOP.

)] Resident defendant If the defendant resides in a county within this district, please set forth the name of such
county
COUNTY:

Corporation For the purpose of answering the above, a corporation is deemed to be a resident of that county in
which it has its principal place of business in that district.

(2) Non-Resident defendant. If no defendant is a resident of a county in this district, please set forth the county
wherein the cause of action arose or the event compiained of occurred.

COUNTY:

(3) Other Cases. If no defendant is a resident of this district, or if the defendant is a corporation not having a principle

place of business within the district, and the cause of action arose or the event complained of occurred outside
this district, please set forth the county of the plaintiff's residence.
COUNTY.

The Counties in the Northern District of Ohio are divided into divisions as shown below. After the county is
determined in Section I}, please check the appropriate division.

EASTERN DIVISION
AKRON (Counties: Carroll, Holmes, Portage, Stark, Summit, Tuscarawas and Wayne)
/ (Counties: Ashland, Ashtabula, Crawford, Cuyahoga, Geauga,
CLEVELAND Lake, Lorain, Medina and Richland)
YOUNGSTOWN (Counties: Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull)
WESTERN DIVISION
TOLEDO (Counties: Allen, Auglaize, Defiance, Erie, Fulton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry,
Huron, Lucas, Marion, Mercer, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca

VanWert, Williams, Wood and Wyandot)
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO

St. Ignatius High School of Cleveland CIVIL CASE NO.

Vs.
JUDGE

Alexy Metals, Ltd.

PRAECIPE FOR ISSUANCE

X

ORIGINAL SUMMONS
ALIAS SUMMONS

THIRD PARTY SUMMONS

CERTIFICATE OF JUDGMENT LIEN UPON LANDS AND TENEMENTS §2329.02 ORC

CERTIFICATE OF JUDGMENT FOR REGISTRATION IN ANOTHER DISTRICT

WRIT OF EXECUTION

A I I I B B

OTHER (Please Specify)

Document to be issued should be uploaded as an attachment to the Praecipe.

If service of summons will be done by certified or ordinary mail, see Local Rule 4.2.

Date: ‘|2/25/2026 By: ‘|PatrickA. Walsh

Attorney for |St. Ignatius High School of Cleveland

revised 02/2009
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the
Northern District of Ohio

St. Ignatius High School of Cleveland

Plaintiff(s)

V. Civil Action No.

Alexy Metals, Ltd.

e N e N  a

Defendant(s)
SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address) Alexy Metals, Ltd.
c/o Grayson Alexy, as statutory agent
7317 Industrial Park Blvd.
Mentor, OH 44060

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

SANDY OPACICH, CLERK OF COURT

Date:

Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (1))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date)

O I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

[ 1 left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

O I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or
O I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or
O Other (specify):
My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ 0.00

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:

Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:





